
 
Following on from the success of the 24 hour prayer, held two 
years ago at Pentecost at the beginning of the Partnership, the 
Blackfriars Spirituality Group marked the two year anniversary 
with another 7 hour prayer, again at Pentecost.  This event, 
called Celebration of the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, was 
held at St. Robert’s RC Fenham on 8 June. 
  
All parishes within the Partnership either contributed to an 
event, or volunteered to help with transport, catering, IT and 
welcome. Jeff Joji, a parishioner of English Martyrs painted the 
large poster displayed on the church wall.  
  
The group wanted everyone to be filled to the top with the 
Holy Spirit by the time they left and to have experienced 

different types of spirituality - ranging from peaceful prayer, innovative ways of praying and 
to the ones that raised the roof with praise and worship. 
  
We started with a very spiritual and powerful healing 
service led by the dean of the Partnership, Fr Shaun 
O’Neil followed by a beautiful Taize service by the 
Blackfriars Spirituality group. 
  
We actively encouraged the younger generation to be 
involved too and the Discipleship group led us on a very 
special journey called the Labyrinth and the Journey 
within, using iPad, earphones and modern music.   

  
A prayerful and peaceful Marian service was followed 
by Reflections of the World - an uplifting and powerful 
event which included the poem ‘Whirlwind Holy Spirit’. 
The Kerala Indian community, with ages ranging from 5 
to young adults, told us about what the gifts meant to 
them through words and liturgical dance.  



  
Finally, the roof was lifted by the University Chaplaincy 
students, ably led by Mia Fox, University Chaplain joined 
by Fr Andrew Shaw, parish priest of St Andrew’s, singing 
praise and worship.  The mash up of ‘Your Majesty’ was 
brilliant. 
  
360 people attended the event - some stayed all day, 
some left and returned.  Fr. Shaun, said that “it was a very 
powerful spiritual event and together with the Holy Spirit 
it touched everyone.  It brought the community together 
once more and it has become another unforgettable 
event”. 
  
Comments from the parishioners included: 
  
“Fab afternoon, would like to have another one next year” 
 

“The spirit of Taize was here, and the Labyrinth was a journey closer to God.  Thank you for 
creating the scene and for all who have worked to bring this to us” 
 
“Enjoyed the Labyrinth, indeed we need to take time to listen to God. We find peace and 
happiness.  It was an enriching experience.” 
 
“The Marian Service was excellent, it reminds me of the care and value of the Catholic 
Church, praying through the Virgin Mary. The experience was fantastic, different and 
enjoyable.” 
  
“We also thoroughly enjoyed the reflections of Our Lady and the Holy Spirit, thank you so 
much” 
  
“The Taize session was very uplifting.  The Marian service was peaceful honouring Our Lady, 
followed by a very special spirituality session” 
  
“I enjoyed all of the different talks and the friendly atmosphere that was shared by this 
church, well done” 
 
“Wonderful to see so many young people” 
 
“Wonderful day” 

 
 
 


